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CHARACTERS

Captain Isaiah Bartlett Bass
Nat Bartlett, Zis son Baritone
Sue Bartlett, his daughter Soprano
Doctor Higgins Tenor

Silent roles:

Silas Horne, mate )
Cates, bo’sun ) of the schooner Mary Allen
Jimmy Kanaka, harpooner )

Duration: ca. 60 minutes

SCENE. CAPTAIN BARTLETT’S “cabin”- a room erected as a lookout post at the top of
his house, high on the California coast. The inside is fitted up like the captain’s cabin
of a deep-sea sailing vessel, with portholes left and right. The roof above is also rigged
up as if part of a ship, with a wheel, compass, binnacle light and companionway.

Toward the rear of the cabin are the companionway stairs and a sideboard with a
ship’s lantern. At center rear a door opens on stairs to the lower house. There is a cot
with a blanket to the left of the door and a wooden bench against the right wall, with a
long table and two straight-backed chairs in front of it. The light from the binnacle
above seeps down into the room. Moonlight creeps wearily in through the portholes,
and the wind moans in the stubborn angles of the old house. The muffled sound of
thundering surf comes from below.

1t is early on a clear windy night in the fall of 1900.

The door in the rear is opened slowly and Nat Bartlett’s head and shoulders appear
over the sill. He glances around the room and seeing no one, enters, making a sign to
someone below. DOCTOR HIGGINS follows him into the room and closing the door,
looks around with great curiosity. He is a slight, professional-looking man of about
thirty-five. NAT BARTLETT is tall, gaunt, and loose-framed. His right arm has been
amputated at the shoulder, and the empty sleeve of his mackinaw flaps against his body
as he moves. His shoulders have a weary stoop and he appears much older than his
thirty years. His voice has a penetrating, hollow quality.
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Sue looks doubtfully from one to the other.
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He takes from his pocket a heavy bracelet thickly studded with stones and throws it on the table near the lantern.
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Nat closes the door and tiptoes
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Then he goes over to the table, turning the lantern very low, and sits down, resting his elbow, his chin on his hand,
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She enters and walks over to Nat. He continues to stare at the lamplight, not answering her. She becomes quite agitated.
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Nat! You've done it!  You've sold him! Oh Nat, youre cursed.
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With a long moan, she lets herself
fall on her outstretched arms.
Grave
579 senza battuta (dully) 3
A spoken J =c. 48
, e e e
Sue e
o
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He opens the lantern and sets fire to the map in his hand. They watch the paper burn with fascinated eyes.
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You sold him, Nat, you sold  him.___
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muffled cry from above and a stamping of feet.
647 presto possibile
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650 loco The slide to the companionway is slid back with a bang.
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Captain Bartlett tramps down the stairs. He enters the room.
He bears a striking resemblance to his son. His mass of hair is
Nat and Sue i t0 thei pure white, and bushy gray brows overhang the obsessed glare
feLel ¢ ZZ d stlzl enjdu[TeI;ri(;ie delr of his fierce dark eyes. He wears a heavy, double-breasted blue
651 ’ A J —54 coat, blue pants, and rubber boots turned down from the knee.
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Capt.

Nat
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Perc.

He strides toward his son in a state of mad exultation and
points an accusing finger at him.
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3 —_—3 3 (with suppressed fury)
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No, Fa - ther, no!
——3— (waving his hand for her to be silent)
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Fa- ther, don't!
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IJ? 73 11’4 - ﬂk\\ R — ' ! L — 73 |
’\\3 PN q IDJ / # D#—Mﬁ 4E'—dl -J}- -dl- PN :I') — |
St i e 3
— —_ N o B
5\- l | A T | | I | Al
”l.-\ “ # O/ “\‘ I I | | L‘ | # q =
F =543 d w3 :
>
rit.
675 > . 7:—1\'_ ;_l)\ pOC;) dim.
> > bF ] T ] 71 =
ﬂi}m_ﬁ—i_ - — I f i D
[ — — L i ] I !
— == 3 3 ]
me and at him - self, too, for be-in' a fool__to_ Dbe-lieve in dreams, as__ he
/// 3
IJ? I | | I} m _Jo ] “ i i i y ]
- ' a>e— I 1 o < e
i rr reeii id
~N_ |
] n n
. | I I
7 =2 * c * | | :
| ] C
_7 TN 2 =z

CR-ka4 8/29/2006



Nat

Capt.

Nat

Capt.

Nat

Capt.

piil mosso

~80 - (poco rubato)
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You're wrong, Fa-ther, I do be-lieve. (triumphantly)
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Al - len is back, is back from the South - ern Seas, ye blind fool!
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(not heeding Sue, his eyes fixed hypnotically on his son's)
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She turned the point a half-hour back, load-ed with gold as I swore she would
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tempo ad lib.

(almost whispering, a haunted, fascinated look in his eyes,

697 which are fixed immovably on his father's) 3
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The Ma-ry Al-len! But how do you know?
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No oth-er, I say! The Ma-ry Al - len, clear in the moon - light.__
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Capt.
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TN The Captain goes to a porthole and looks out.
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Ye can see it plain  from
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714 faf a tempo a dumbfounded expression on his face.
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718  (with a worried look at Nat) Sue goes to the porthole.
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Let me see.
fe
I3 ,,: } 3 — -
day. (to Nat, with fierce satisfaction)
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He strides to the
companionway),
722 followed by Nat.
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The two of them ascend. Sue turns from the porthole, looking frightened and bewildered.

She shakes her head sadly.
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Sue
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Sue covers her face with
her hands, shuddering.

(like an echo) meno mosso
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(from above) Ma-ry Al-len, a-hoy!__
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Nat comes down the companionway, eyes wild and exulting.
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You're right to hu - mor him. It's the best way.
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737 (urgently)
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The Ma-ry Al-len is there in plain sight. Those fools lied a-bout her be-ing wrecked.
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Sue

Nat

Sue

744 J:C92 Going over again to the porthole. (coaxingly)
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But Nat, there's no - thing. Not a ship See._
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(She puts a soothing hand on his forehead.)
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_ you're all ex-ci-ted and tremb - ling. (pushing her away roughly)
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Captain Bartlett comes down the steps of the companionway.
His face is transfigured with the ecstasy of a dream come true.
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a tempo molto rit.
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You see! I told you my ship would come home a - gain.___
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Cates and Jim-my Ka-na - ka. They're row-in' a - shore
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They're back on a - gain, as I said they would
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Captain Bartlett stands in an attitude of rigid attention. Nat strains forward in his chair.
No one moves, and a sense of enormous tension fills the room.
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A dense green glow floods slowly in rhythmic waves like a liquid into the room —

as of great depths of the sea faintly penetrated by light.
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79] (catching at his sister's hand
and speaking chokingly)
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3 \ See how the light changes!
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794 (he shivers) (spoken and shouted) (he sobs brokenly)
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Green and gold! Deep under the sea. I've been drowned, drowned for years!
(hysterically)  Save me! Save me!
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798 (soothingly, with infinite sadness)
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It's on-ly the moon-light, Nat. No - thing has changed. Be
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800 The green light grows deeper and deeper.
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qui-et, dear, it's no-thing. (in a crooning, monotonous voice)
—
. i e ° Ve o o o
capt. F - ———— e P
They move slow-ly, slow - ly.
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Sue
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Sue
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Hark! They're be - low at the door. Do you hear?
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The sound of a door being
heavily slammed is heard from far
down in the house.
08 senza battuta

A (shuddering)
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Shhh!
- (excitedly, to his sister)
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Its a shut-ter in the wind. (spoken)
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Up they come! Up! Bul - lies! They're heav -y,
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The padding of bare feet sounds from the
floor below, then comes up the stairs.
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Sue

Capt.

Capt.
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Captain Bartlett rushes to
the door and throws it open.
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no - thing, Nat.
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in lads, come in! And wel - come home!
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The forms of Silas Horne, Cates and Jimmy Kanaka rise noiselessly into the room from the stairs.

The last two carry heavy inlaid chests. Horne is a parrot-nosed, angular old man dressed in gray cotton trousers
and a singlet torn open across his hairy chest. Jimmy is a tall, sinewy bronzed young Kanaka.

He wears only a breechcloth. Cates is squat and stout and is dressed in dungaree pants and a shredded white
sailor's blouse, stained with iron-rust. All are barefoot. Water drips from their soaked and rotten clothes.

Their hair is matted, intertwined with slimy strands of seaweed. As they glide silently into the room, their eyes
stare frightfully wide at nothing. Their flesh in the green light has the suggestion of decomposition.

Their bodies sway limply, nervelessly, rhythmically, as if to the pulse of long swells of the deep sea.

CR-ka5 8/29/2006



CR-ka5 8/29/2006



-101 -

s> senza battuta J=c.56
A (grabbing Nat's arm)
)’ A
Sue ey = -
ANV
o o
There's no one there, Nat,
sit down! Father, sit down!
(taking a step towards them) (Sprechg.)
Nat £F = =
See! (frenzied) Welcome home, boys! ) )
Captain Bartlett grins at the three
and puts his finger to his lips.
Capt. °): = =
(&%~ — 7 Not here, boys— not before him.
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l'istesso tempo
Imost j ith a look
845 He goes to the companionway, E;af WZZZ " ZZZZéZf’i:lV;ZiSZ Z;))
(pointing to Nat) the three follow. qp | Y
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He has no nght now, Come. The Ma - ry Al-len is
the treasure is ours only.
We'll go away with it together.
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home a-gain, you brought her back_ to  me. She has__ come back, men, you brought her
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Horne puts a swaying hand on Bartlett's shoulder,
interrupting his reverie, and with the other holds
out a piece of paper to him.

Bartlett takes it, and laughs exultantly.

869  rit. a tempo
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Bartlett ascends the companionway; the other figures sway up after him.
(frenzied)
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J J Nat struggles toward the companionway. Sue tries to hold him back.
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Don't, Nat! Fa - ther, come back!
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Nat flings Sue away from him and rushes up the companionway. & - - -
He pounds against the slide, which seems to have been shut down on him.
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- Nat!___  Nat!___ Nat!
She be -
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Fa- ther! Fa-ther, Fa-ther!
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As she opens the door, Doctor Higgins

Sue runs wildly to the door at the rear.
appears, hurrying up the stairs.

883 (hysterically)
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Help! Help, oh help! (spoken)
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Just a mo-ment, Miss. What's the mat-ter?
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886 (gasping)
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He flashes it on Sue's terror-stricken face, The green glow slowly disappears, and clear
then quickly around the room. moonlight floods through the portholes.
The wind and sea are heard again.
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Tom-toms (may be improvised)
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Nat pounds sporadically
on the companionway slide.

3
894 . - .
- o e = ™ = . -
A 3 - i = Fe F be - & o o I—
{5 = e = ! I
3 ! —— ; : : ;
P J 3 ?
'l: I I
7 llr)r - llr)’
hs =
= =
Higgins springs to the companionway.
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Nat pounds more loudly.
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Nat

Higg.

Nat

Higg.
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(looking up; in an astonished voice)
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(coming down, looking dully at the doctor) What's the mat-ter, Bart-lett?
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They've locked it. I can't get up.
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Look out, man. Look out for them!
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Them?  Them? Who?____ There's no-one here._
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(suddenly, in alarm)
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Quick! Come up! Lend a hand here! He's
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Nat goes up slowly. Sue goes over and lights the lantern, then
brings it back to the foot of the companionway.
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There is a scuffling noise from above.
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They lay him on the couch.
Sue sets the lantern down nearby.
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Higgins bends and listens for a heartbeat.
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Then he rises, shaking his head.
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A (sobs brokenly)
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Nat moves slowly to his father's body, as if attracted by some irresistible fascination.
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Nat doesn't heed her. His gaze is fixed on his father's right
hand, which hangs down over the side of the couch.
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He pounces on it and forcing the clenched fingers
open with a great effort, secures a crumpled ball

of paper.
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He flourishes the paper above his head
with shouts of triumph.
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He bends down and spreads it out in the light of the lantern.
Eyes gleaming, he looks at Sue.
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She sobs desperately at first, then gradually becomes mute.
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poco rit. Jod a tempo
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